Influence of intramolluscan larval stages of Echinostoma liei on the infectivity of Schistosoma mansoni cercariae.
During co-infection of Biomphalaria glabrata with Schistosoma mansoni and Echinostoma liei, S. mansoni cercariae released before the complete resorption of S. mansoni sporocysts show a very strong decrease of their infectivity in mice. Under conditions of high interspecific competition (i.e. when the snails are infected by E. liei 8 days after infection by S. mansoni), the mean overall worm return is five times lower than that of the control experiment. A marked decrease of the infectivity of cercariae is also noted when snails, infected exclusively with either sporocysts of S. mansoni or rediae of E. liei, are associated in the same tank.